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1. Syllabus

Workshop and Artistic Residency in Portugal:
Cross-Fertilization Among the Arts

English-taught Higher Training Program in Cultural Entrepreneurship for Young Musicians

The training experience that this syllabus comprises is composed of a workshop, an artistic

residency and two concerts, addressed to young professional string quartets in the context of the

MUSA – European young Musicians soft Skills Alliance programme, taking place in Portugal.

The organisation involved in the ideation and implementation of the programme is

experimentadesign (responsible for the creation, development and implementation of the entire

programme in Portugal), which collaborated with the Câmara Municipal de Mafra for hosting the

quartets, the workshops, residency and the concert in Mafra, and with Fundação EDP for hosting

the workshops and the concert in Lisbon.

The participants will be 3 European string quartets selected by Le Dimore del Quartetto,

experimentadesign and ProQuartet, with ages ranging between 20-35, and who plan to proceed

with their musical career keeping the same four members over the extended future.

The workshop is an introduction into cross-fertilisation among the arts, exploring the relationship

between music and architecture, design and art, including connections between sound, space and

architecture; light design and public performances; product design and the creation of musical

instruments; correlations between classical music and contemporary art; graphic design; sound

design and new sound applications through theatre, performance and art.

The workshop modules will take place between Mafra, at the National Palace of Mafra, and Lisbon,

at MAAT - Museum of Art, Architecture and Technology, during the following days: 25-29 October

2021.

The residency programme takes place in close articulation with the workshop, aiming to offer a

non-formal learning context where all the participating musicians gather to share experiences and

knowledge. It will take place at the National Palace of Mafra, during the following days: 24-30

October 2021.

There will also be two concerts, the first taking place at MAAT on Thursday 28 October, and the

second taking place at the National Palace of Mafra on Saturday, 30 October. These are an

important part of the programme, contributing to its dissemination and the development of the

quartets, integrating knowledge and skills they learnt in the different workshops.
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Learning objectives

● Explore new fields of interaction between the contemporary panorama of design,

architecture and art and their intrinsic or singular relationship with classical music.

● Create fertile ground for experimentation and critical thought in order to equip

participants with new knowledge, tools and skills.

● Consolidate a network of contacts, exchange ideas and other perspectives in the scope of

individual and collective creation, through interactions based on the creation of knowledge

and learning.

● Reflect on the dichotomy between classical and contemporary frameworks and their

potential for developing new creative approaches and solutions.

Learning Outcomes

1.  Cross-fertilization with design

KNOWLEDGE

Quartets will gain a basic understanding of how to develop, improve and present their creative

musical practice through the disciplines of design and architecture, and their many areas of action.

SKILLS

Quartets will apply the acquired knowledge in the following: applying light design to public

performances; integrating principles of sound design into their repertoire; using graphic and

strategic design guidelines to articulate their communication; understanding the impact of set

design and space composition on their performances; applying product design frameworks to their

approach to instruments. These skills will improve their professional performance, enhancing their

careers and optimizing their overall development.

COMPETENCES

Quartets will demonstrate the ability to work with lighting to better their performances, improve

the acoustic quality and projection of their work, apply innovative strategies and approaches to

their communication materials and achieve a deeper understanding of the physicality of their

musical instruments.

2. Cross-fertilization with architecture

KNOWLEDGE

Participants will gain an understanding of central concepts of architecture and how it relates to

their professional practice.

SKILLS

Participants will apply the acquired knowledge that incorporates a deeper understanding of space
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and the impact of architecture on the performance of music.

COMPETENCES

Participants will demonstrate the ability to use their acquired knowledge to better adapt their

choice of repertoire and musical technique to the specificities of the spaces where they rehearse

and perform.

3. Cross-fertilization with art
KNOWLEDGE

Participants will gain an understanding of the relationship between art and music and how it

relates to the development of their professional practice.

SKILLS

Participants will apply the acquired knowledge that encompasses the strong ties that bind art to

music in general, and specifically to classical music.

COMPETENCES

Participants will demonstrate the ability to apply concepts of art and contemporary artistic

practice to the development of their repertoire and performances.

In addition, through the residency and a multicultural environment, participants will:

● Experience working as part of a multinational group.

● Work both independently and in a team as a quartet.

● Develop new approaches to their professional practice.

● Define or modify their unique musical style and stage presence according to the new

knowledge and skills acquired throughout the programme.

Description and topics covered

The workshop will be divided into three parts:

1. The cross-fertilization of classical music with design.
● Light Design and Public Performances

● Sound Design Research and Interactions

● Sound and Music Explorations

● Sacred Geometry Music Research

● Set Design, Design on Stage and Space Composition

● Graphic Design and Communication

● Strategic Design and Communication

● Staging Performing Arts

● Product Design and Musical Instruments
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2. The cross-fertilization of classical music with architecture.
● The Understanding of Space

● Architecture and Music Performances

3. The cross-fertilization of classical music with art
● Art and Music

● Classical Art and Classical Music

● Contemporary Visual Art and Music

Preparatory material

We have compiled the following list of sources for you to consult before the beginning of the

MUSA programme in Lisbon:

● experimentadesign: www.experimentadesign.pt/index-en.html

● EDP Foundation: www.fundacaoedp.pt/en

● MAAT: maat.pt/en

● National Palace of Mafra: www.palaciomafra.gov.pt/pt-PT/Apresentacao/ContentList.aspx

Teaching and learning methods

The programme will be divided into 3 days at the National Palace of Mafra, and 2 days at MAAT –

Museum of Art, Architecture and Technology, in Lisbon. Learning methods will involve formal,

non-formal, informal, and autonomous learning.

Formal learning:
The programme will promote practical learning during the workshops at the National Palace of

Mafra and MAAT in Lisbon, where the trainers will combine the presentation of lectures with

pro-active hands-on activities.

Non-formal learning:
During their stay in Mafra, as well as during their time in Lisbon, the participants will share

common spaces and designated moments during which they can spend time together.

For this effect, both the National Palace of Mafra and MAAT will make available a series of rooms

where the musicians can partake in constructive exchanges and network among themselves, as

well as rehearse their performances and put into practice the skills they will be learning during the

workshops.
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This environment will allow the musicians to enhance their performing abilities, while immersed in

extraordinary spaces with different characteristics: the National Palace of Mafra is a monumental

Baroque and Neoclassical palace-monastery, imbued with a rich history and extraordinary

architecture, offering a profoundly classical context. In turn, MAAT is a prime example of

contemporary architecture, with its lyrical design and close connection with the Tejo Power

Station, one of Portugal's most prominent examples of industrial architecture from the first half of

the 20th Century, providing a contrasting experience which will undoubtedly permeate the

experiences of the musicians.

Informal learning:
In addition, the programme includes mentoring and peer-to-peer learning through discussion and

group feedback, as well as self-directed study.

Self-study and autonomous learning:
Participants may be given tasks relating to the training sessions to complete during and after the

training day.

Detailed schedule

Monday 25 October - Architecture & Light Design

VENUE: National Palace of Mafra, Terreiro D. João V, Mafra

TITLE: Module 1 & 2: The Understanding of Space I & II
SCHEDULE: 9:00 - 12:15

TRAINERS: João Belo Rodeia, Ana Tostões

DESCRIPTION: Participants will learn essential concepts about space and its importance in the

context of musical performance.

TITLE: Module 3: Light design
SCHEDULE: 15:00 - 16:30

TRAINERS: José Álvaro Correia

DESCRIPTION: Participants will be introduced to the central principles and concepts of light

design and its applications in several different contexts.

TITLE: Module 4: Light design and Public Performances
SCHEDULE: 16:45 - 18:15

TRAINERS: João Garcia Miguel

DESCRIPTION: Participants will be introduced to the intricacies of lighting and its relevance,

6



importance and impact on public performances, and will be guided into applying these premises

into the two concerts they will be performing during the week.

Tuesday 26 October - Sound and Set Design

VENUE: National Palace of Mafra, Terreiro D. João V, Mafra

TITLE: Module 5: Sacred Geometry Music Research
SCHEDULE: 9:00 - 10:30

TRAINERS: Rui Gato

DESCRIPTION: Participants will learn about the concept of sacred geometry and its intrinsic

exploration of shapes that occur in the natural world, and how it relates to the field of music and

music research.

TITLE: Module 6: Sound Design Research and Interactions
SCHEDULE: 10:45 - 12:15

TRAINERS: Vitor Joaquim

DESCRIPTION: Participants will learn about the premises of sound design and apply some of its

different techniques and approaches to their work.

TITLE: Module 7: Staging Performing Arts | Practise Conference
SCHEDULE: 15:00 - 16:30

TRAINERS: Jean Paul Bucchieri

DESCRIPTION: Participants will be equipped with central concepts concerning staging

performing arts and composition of space on stage, and will be challenged to devise ways of

applying this knowledge to their work and to their concerts during the week in Portugal.

TITLE: Module 8: Set Design, Design on Stage, Space Composition
SCHEDULE: 16:45 - 18:15

TRAINERS: Amir Hosseinpour & Jonathan Lunn

DESCRIPTION: Participants will be equipped with central concepts concerning set design and the

composition of space on stage, and will be challenged to devise ways of applying this knowledge to

their work and performances.

Wednesday 27 October - Art & Contemporary Art

VENUE: MAAT - Museum of Art, Architecture and Technology, Avenida Brasília, 1300-598 Lisbon

TITLE: Module 9: Sound and Music Explorations
SCHEDULE: 10:45- 12:15

TRAINERS: Rui Gato & Vítor Joaquim
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DESCRIPTION: Participants will be given the opportunity to explore different aspects of sound

and musical composition, being presented with alternative styles and the possibilities of

contemporary technology in the context of musical editing, recording and experimentation.

TITLE: Module 10: Contemporary Visual Art and Music
SCHEDULE: 15:00 - 16:30

TRAINERS: Delfim Sardo

DESCRIPTION: Participants will learn about the interconnections between contemporary art and

music in general, and will be challenged to incorporate the apprehended knowledge into their

work, as a form of increasing the creativity of their repertoire.

TITLE: Visit to MAAT
SCHEDULE: 16:45 – 18:15

STAFF: experimentadesign team and MAAT team

DESCRIPTION: The quartets will be given a special tour of the museum and its collection and

current exhibitions.

Thursday 28 October - Graphic and Strategic Design and Art

VENUE: MAAT - Museum of Art, Architecture and Technology, Avenida Brasília, 1300-598 Lisbon

TITLE: Module 11: Graphic Design and Communication
SCHEDULE: 9:00 - 10:30

TRAINERS: Ana Cunha

DESCRIPTION: Participants will be introduced to essential concepts about graphic design and

communication, leading to a better understanding of how to better develop their graphic identity

as a quartet, as well as how to more efficiently communicate their work and performances.

TITLE: Module 12: Strategic Design and Communication
SCHEDULE: 10:45 - 12:15

TRAINERS: Tomás Froes

DESCRIPTION: Participants will be taught essential tools of strategic design in the context of

communication, in order to devise effective communication strategies that will enhance their

professional careers.

TITLE: Module 13: Art and Music
SCHEDULE: 15:00 - 16:30

TRAINERS: Luisa Cunha

DESCRIPTION: Participants will continue to learn about the historical and contemporary
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relationship between the fields of art and classical music, and how they have evolved in tandem,

leading to a better understanding of the effects and influences they have had on each other.

TITLE: Rehearsals at MAAT
SCHEDULE: 16:45 – 18:15

STAFF: experimentadesign team and MAAT team

DESCRIPTION: The quartets who will be performing in the concert at MAAT will rehearse in the

location where the concert will take place.

TITLE: Concert
SCHEDULE: 19:30 - 21:00

STAFF: experimentadesign team and MAAT team

DESCRIPTION: Quartets will perform a short concert in one of MAAT’s main halls, consisting of

classical pieces, and one contemporary piece developed during some of the workshops that took

place previously.

Friday 29 October - Product Design & Architecture

VENUE: National Palace of Mafra, Terreiro D. João V, Mafra

TITLE: Module 14 & 15: Product Design and The Making of Musical Instruments I & II
SCHEDULE: 10:45 - 16:30

TRAINERS: Miguel Vieira Baptista, Frederico Gato + Oscar Cardoso + José Manuel Neto

DESCRIPTION: Participants will learn about the premises of product design and apply these

concepts and methodologies into the creation of musical instruments.

TITLE: Wrap-up Session
SCHEDULE: 16:45 - 18:15

STAFF: Guta Moura Guedes

DESCRIPTION: Wrap-up session of the programme and its activities.

Saturday 30 October

VENUE: National Palace of Mafra, Terreiro D. João V, Mafra

TITLE: Concert
SCHEDULE: 11:30 - 12:30

STAFF: experimentadesign team and National Palace of Mafra team

DESCRIPTION: Quartets will perform a short concert at the National Palace of Mafra, consisting

of classical music pieces.
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Competencies assessment in non-formal learning

The free and public concerts represent an opportunity for the quartets to implement what they

have learned during the workshop and the residency, expanding their creative approaches that

include interconnections with other artistic disciplines beyond music. The first concert at MAAT

will integrate 2 classical pieces and 1 contemporary piece, fully developed during the workshops

and residency. The second concert at the National Palace of Mafra will be composed of 3 classical

pieces. These concerts also serve as important moments for the quartets to self-assess the

competencies gained during the workshop and the residency, reaching an understanding of how

the acquired knowledge, skills and competencies can further their professional development.

Other monitoring and assessment methods

These may include:

● Quartet self-assessment before and after the programme’s development

● Video interviews during the programme’s development

● A questionnaire at the end of the programme

● Discussion panels after the programme

A participation certificate will be issued at the end of the programme.

Contacts

Experimentadesign
Mariana Ferreira | Producer: mariana.ferreira@experimenta.pt

Miguel Côrte-Real | Head of Communications: miguel.cortereal@experimenta.pt
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2. Lecture notes

A set of lecture notes about the activities in Portugal has been prepared for the quartets. The set is

part of a comprehensive slideshow presentation including notes about the MUSA activities in Italy,

Portugal and France.

The notes can be accessed here:

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1TBhXWHWnWHgDxEUvo6gWHxXjDIqo6IK3kGVSZ
Bk-SW8/edit?usp=sharing

The best way to check them out is through Google Drive > Slideshow view. Otherwise, they can

also be downloaded as a pdf document.

The lecture notes were conceived to be a useful tool for the MUSA quartets to revise the contents

of the programme that they followed, as well as to discover what has been done in the countries

where they did not attend.

3. Videos

The following videos have been produced during the “Innovative training course in the music

sector in Portugal: Cross-fertilization among the arts”.

MUSA 2021 The Portuguese stage | The documentary

www.youtube.com/watch?v=iE0c5bXBu2o

MUSA Portugal, 2021 | The experience of the workshops

www.youtube.com/watch?v=BNHp443jS0s&t=3s

MUSA Portugal, 2021 | The experience of the residency

www.youtube.com/watch?v=mclbc3Q9zS0

MUSA Portugal, 2021 | The experience of the concerts

www.youtube.com/watch?v=20yNoUY9j_0
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